
Welcome to our
Gloucestershire Communities Against Cancer

Let’s Talk/Let’s Listen
funded by SWAG and in partnership with the Gloucestershire Integrated Care Board (ICB) 

and Gloucestershire Community Foundation (GCF)

While you are waiting:

• Please can you mute your microphones 

• If you can, please check your FULL name is on your screen

• It is recommended that you set your view to “Gallery View”

• Please raise your hand if you have a question. Alternatively, please use the chat facility (accessible through 
the button at the bottom of your screen)

• The “Let’s Talk” Sessions will be recorded for future viewing. If you would prefer not to be recorded, 
please turn off your camera.



  

Today we will:

• Introduce ourselves and our organisations
• Share information about the ICB Gloucestershire 

Communities Against Cancer Programme
• Discuss the aims of the programme, who it is for and how to 

apply
• Share the timeline for the project
• Share some example projects from other areas
• Ask you how your organisation might be able to support the 

work
• Give next steps
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About the ICB and the ICB Cancer Team

 

• The Integrated Care Board (ICB) is the NHS 
organisation responsible for planning and funding 
most health services in Gloucestershire. It works as 
part of the wider Integrated Care System (ICS), which 
brings together NHS bodies, local authorities, and the 
VCFSE sector to improve health outcomes, reduce 
inequalities, and deliver more joined-up care

The ICB Cancer Team focuses on improving early and 
faster diagnosis of cancer, reducing health inequalities, 
and enhancing patient experience. Their work includes:

• Strategic planning aligned with the NHS Long Term Plan 
and SWAG Cancer Alliance goals.

• Data-driven interventions to increase early-stage 
cancer diagnoses.

• Community engagement to ensure services are 
accessible and trusted by all

• In Gloucestershire, the ICB is committed to working 
with communities to ensure services are designed 
around local needs—especially for people who are 
underserved or face barriers to accessing care.
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ICB Working in the Community
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GCF is your local funding partner, working with organisations 
and donors, large and small, to support the effective delivery of 

impact investing to Gloucestershire communities.

Check out our Preventive Power Report – 
CF’s working impactfully with ICB’s nationally 

Gloucestershire Community Foundation (GCF)

Our Vision

Gloucestershire is a place where people and communities are 
empowered to become resilient and strong, creating a prosperous 

and healthy county for all.  

http://www.gloucestershirecf.org.uk/


  

About the ICB Cancer Diagnosis Programme 
(Gloucestershire Communities Against Cancer)

Vision: To improve early cancer diagnosis and address health inequalities among 
underserved populations in Gloucestershire, ensuring that everyone has equitable access to 

life-saving cancer screening and diagnostic services.

Mission: To enhance awareness, access, and trust in cancer screening services by 
collaborating with community-based organisations. The project aims to increase cancer 

screening uptake, ensure earlier diagnosis, and reduce health disparities through culturally 
competent communication and sustainable partnerships 



 Why is early diagnosiss 
so important?

Image credit to Cancer Research UK



Outcomes & Timeline

Expected Outcomes:
- Increased screening uptake and early diagnosis.

- Stronger VCSE partnerships and improved patient experience.

- Reduction in health inequalities.

Timeline:
Wednesday 23rd July 2025 - launch and promotion of the first funding round

Monday 11th August – deadline for Expressions of Interest from community groups

Wednesday 10th September - deadline for full applications to be received 

Wednesday 15th October Grant Panel Meeting

Thursday 16th October – notification of decisions

Thursday 23rd October at 1pm - a group training session will be taking place for all successful applicants

Thursday 22nd January at 2pm and Tuesday 3rd February at 2pm - drop in webinars for grantees share feedback on how the 
funded projects are progressing



  

Training and Resources

• A group training session will be taking place at 1pm on Thursday 
23rd October for all successful applicants to build lasting 
understanding of early signs of cancer, available screening services 
and NHS resources

• A resource pack will also be created to support the promotion of 
cancer diagnosis related activities as well as the highlighting of risk 
factors for cancers, and early signs and symptoms



  

How much funding is available?

• Grant funding of £75,000 is available per year for two years (including 
programme management costs).

• The programme will run across three rounds during 2025 and 2026 
and will award grants of between £2,500 and £15,000 (which can 
include two-year grants where suitable).



  

Who can apply?

• The focus of the programme will be the following groups that research has 
identified as being particularly at risk of certain types of cancer or who are 
currently underserved: 

• Asylum seekers, Refugees and Migrants
• Travellers
• Sex workers
• LGBTQ+
• Veterans
• Farmers
• People experiencing homelessness



  

Who can apply?

The focus of this funding is local Gloucestershire-based community organisations

Organisations that can apply include:
• Registered Charities and Charitable Incorporated Organisations
• Community Interest Companies
• Constituted Associations and Sports Clubs
• PTAs
• Faith-based groups and organisations (though the work undertaken should not be 

in promotion of specific religious beliefs)

Eligible organisations will have:
• An organisation bank account
• An appropriate safeguarding policy
• At least three unrelated Committee Members, Trustees or Directors



  

Who can’t apply?

• Individuals applying for personal benefit or Sole Traders

• Statutory organisations including GP surgeries, hospitals and other healthcare 
providers, schools, colleges and universities (unless partnering with VCSE 
organisations)

• For-profit organisations or businesses

• Organisations based outside Gloucestershire 

• Organisations who do not wish to use the funds for activities that support early 
cancer diagnosis or improvements in access to cancer diagnosis

The focus of this project is to develop partnership working between the NHS and voluntary, 
community, charitable and faith groups



  

How to apply?

Full grants criteria, details of the programme and how to apply will be available on the GCF 
website today www.gloucestershirecf.org.uk/grants

1. Expressions of Interest to be submitted by Monday 11th August 2025 by 5pm

2. Invitations will be sent to shortlisted groups to submit a full application 

3. Full applications to be submitted by Wednesday 10th September 2025 by 5pm

4. Applications will be assessed and taken to our decision-making grants panel 

5. Feedback provided by the end of Thursday 16th October

6. All successful applicants will be invited to join us for a training and information event on 
Thursday 23rd October from 1-4pm (venue tbc)

http://www.gloucestershirecf.org.uk/grants


Project Examples – from Gloucestershire outreach

The Community Engagement Lead at GHT organised a Health Education 
session including cancer and screening at Al-Ashraf Secondary School with the 
support of Dr Nair (GP), Gynae nurse and a Colposcopist.  The aim was to 

• Ensure students know how to access accurate and relevant healthcare 
information from the hospital

• Build a strong, open relationship between the local NHS services and 
Muslim community

• Give young people the confidence to access healthcare services and make 
informed decisions about their health

Dr Nair spoke about the importance of screening, the students were 
encouraged to have a conversation with their mothers, aunts, and 
grandparents about screening and early detection.

Following the session, two women from the community confirmed they had 
attended screening for the first time after encouragement from their 
daughters



Project Examples – from Gloucestershire outreach

Breast Cancer Awareness with Jewish Community

GHFT Community Engagement team worked 
collaboratively with Gloucestershire ICB team to deliver 
breast cancer awareness to a group of Jewish ladies with a 
focus on genetics and family history of cancer that 
particularly affects the Jewish community.  This 
collaboration ensured that healthcare services are 
inclusive, culturally sensitive, and responsive to the needs 
of diverse communities in the county.  The meeting led to 
an active commitment to ongoing engagement with the 
community to ensure their voices and concerns are heard 
and addressed in a meaningful and sustained way.  

The Gloucestershire Jewish community includes around 
500 Orthodox Jews, with significant number of elderly 
residents.  The community is active through weekly 
services, social events and virtual meetings.

What Did People Tell Us?

Key insights and needs shared by the
community included:

➢ A desire for culturally appropriate and inclusive 
health education

➢ Concerns around genetic health risks, 
particularly in relation to breast cancer

➢ Interest in receiving targeted sessions on 
specific conditions, such as diabetes and 
dementia

➢ The importance of trust and familiarity when 
engaging with the NHS

➢ Need for reassurance that religious observance 
will be respected in care settings



Brook Acre Community Primary School in Merseyside were awarded funding to 
create a ‘Well Being Warriors’ project. Their project is an intergenerational 
piece of work between children and their families about the wellbeing factors 
that affect cancer, bringing families into the school to have important 
discussions about giving up smoking and why you should eat a healthy diet, 
and live a healthier lifestyle overall, with the important embedded messaging 
of early detection of cancer. (Cheshire and Merseyside Cancer Alliance)

Project Examples – from Cancer Alliances

Chat Café CIC in Bournemouth ran regular cancer discussions and Q&A 
sessions are included in the regular Chat Cafes held in the Bournemouth and 
Poole area (aimed at isolated and lonely people). 106 attendees were included 
in these sessions of which 57 completed a feedback form and 52 said they 
would make a change to their lifestyle as a result of the session and 54 said 
they felt more informed and confident about early testing. (Wessex Cancer 
Alliance Communities Against Cancer)
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Popley fields Community Centre, in partnership with Shakespeare Medical 
Centre, embarked on an initiative to raise awareness about cancer screening 
within the Nepalese community in Basingstoke. The Nepalese community in 
Basingstoke faced significant barriers to accessing preventive healthcare 
services, including low awareness of cancer screening programs and language 
barriers hindering effective communication with healthcare providers. 
Recognising these challenges, Popley fields and Shakespeare Medical Centre 
sought to bridge these gaps through targeted awareness sessions. The 
initiative involved hosting two separate male/ female cancer screening 
awareness sessions tailored specifically for Nepalese patients registered with 
the Medical Centre. By addressing language barriers, fostering trust, and 
providing culturally sensitive education, Popley fields empowered the Nepalese 
community to prioritise their health and well-being. 

(Wessex Cancer Alliance Communities Against Cancer)

Project Examples

https://wessexcanceralliance.nhs.uk/communities-against-cancer/
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Creative ideas could include musical or theatrical 

performances or perhaps a community art project 

to combine interests with important messages. 

Performance artist Bryony Kimmings wrote A 

Pacifist’s Guide to the War on Cancer based on 

the stories of real-life cancer patients. (BBC 

Culture)

Project Examples

https://www.bbc.com/culture/article/20161103-how-do-you-make-a-musical-about-cancer
https://www.bbc.com/culture/article/20161103-how-do-you-make-a-musical-about-cancer


  

Any questions, observations or initial 
feedback about the programme plans?

 



  

Our Questions for You

 



  How does your organisation work with any of the below priority groups?

• Asylum seekers, Refugees and Migrants
• Travellers
• Sex workers
• LGBTQ+
• Veterans
• Farmers
• People experiencing homelessness



  
How might your organisation be able to support this cancer early 

diagnosis programme? 

This might be to share information and resources, open up conversations 
about screening services, or deliver information regarding cancer risk 

factors, signs and symptoms in a more creative way
 



  
What haven’t we thought of? 

Is there anything else you think we need to consider 
regarding this project?

 



  

Next steps

- Sharing slide information by email with all attendees as well as more widely 

- Collating feedback from this session to add to our FAQs and project examples

- Launch and promotion of the first funding round from Wednesday 
23rd July (please share the opportunity with your colleagues in the voluntary and 
community sector)

- Expressions of Interest from community groups - open now until Monday 11th 
August on the GCF grants portal (please contact Sarah Sharma if you need additional 
support)

- Full applications to be received by Wednesday 10th September 2025 for projects and 
activities commencing from Monday 3rd of November 2025 onwards

- We will hold drop in webinars on Thursday 22nd January 2pm and Tuesday 3rd of 
February to catch up on how projects are progressing

https://gloucestershirecf.org.uk/grant/gloucestershire_communities_against_cancer/


  

Main Contacts and Links:

Please do reach out to GCF if you need any guidance or assistance regarding 
the programme at any time.

Sarah Sharma, Grants Manager, 
Gloucestershire Community Foundation
grantsmanager@gloucestershirecf.org.uk 

Programme Information: 
https://gloucestershirecf.org.uk/grant/gloucestershire_communities_against_cancer/

mailto:grantsmanager@gloucestershirecf.org.uk
https://gloucestershirecf.org.uk/grant/gloucestershire_communities_against_cancer/
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